
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 12 

On November 12, 1910, WVU football player Rudolph Munk was fatally 

injured during the state championship game with Bethany College. 

CSO: SS.8.8, SS.8.11, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Wheeling Register, November 13, 1910) 

1. According to the article, what was the cause of death for West Virginia University (WVU) halfback, 

Rudolph Munk? Had there been prior concerns, surrounding Munk’s past injuries?  

 

2. Who was WVU’s opponent in the game that cost Rudolph Munk his life?  

 

Think Critically: Concerning the modern era of West Virginia University athletics, correlate West Virginia 

economic conditions with the effects on its citizens. Has the increased cost of tickets influenced the turnout 

at WVU football games?  Is the safety of players a greater priority today, compared to 1910? How has West 

Virginia University contributed to the development of Morgantown as a major West Virginia city? 

 

 

Wheeling Register illustration of death of Rudolph Munk 

 



 

  



 


