
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 13 

Virginia Mae Brown, West Virginia's first woman insurance 

commissioner and the first woman to serve in the Interstate Commerce 

Commission, was born in Putnam County on November 13, 1923. 

 
CSO: SS.8.6, SS.8.9, SS.8.11, SS.8.24 

Investigate the Document: (Jennings Randolph Collection Ms2017-016) 

1. In addition to serving as the first woman to hold the title of insurance commissioner and 

Commissioner of the Interstate Commerce Commission, list three additional roles in Virginia Mae 

Brown’s career.  

 

2. List (3) goals that Virginia Mae Brown advocated for during her time as Commissioner of the 

Interstate Commerce Commission.  

 

Think Critically: How has interstate commerce and West Virginia’s role in the global economy as it relates 

to natural resources and national/ international business and trade changed over time? What is West 

Virginia’s largest export? Were women taking on positions of authority anachronistic to women’s roles in the 

late-1970s—or had the paradigm shifted due to the women’s rights movement? 

 

 



 

  



 


