
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 16 

On November 16, 1898, the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals 

held in the case of Williams v. Board of Education of Fairfax District that 

schools could not discriminate against African Americans with regard to 

length of school term. 

 CSO: SS.8.25, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.4 

Investigate the Document: (West Virginia Reports Volume 45: 199-203) 

1. The first section addresses the state law prohibiting the board of education from discriminating 

between white and colored schools, concerning what issue?  

 

2. Carrie Williams filed a lawsuit against the Board of Education Fairfax District (Tucker County) 

concerning what matter?  

 

3. Using your own words, describe the discrimination that is claimed to have been perpetuated by the 

school district in section four.  

 

Think Critically: Do you think that prejudice is often a result of judging a person or group on the basis of 

things over which they have no control? (e.g., skin color, size, gender) Describe the imbalance of white and 

black schools during Jim Crow. What Supreme Court case was responsible for ending school segregation? 

Does prejudice and discrimination still exist today?   
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