
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 22 

Anne Bailey, frontier heroine of the Kanawha Valley, died on November 

22, 1825. 

 
CSO: SS.8.20, SS.8.21, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.7 

Investigate the Document: (RB 917.3 R888s)  

1. Ann Bailey, legendary heroine and frontier scout, would aid General (Andrew) Lewis’ army by 

shouldering “her shot over her shoulder, and lead a horse laden with ammunition to the army, two 

hundred miles distant, when a man could not be found to undertake the perilous task.” At what 

significant military engagement during Dunmore’s War was General (Andrew) Lewis the 

commanding officer?  

 

2. Describe Ann Bailey’s disposition. Did she fear death? Use a quotation from the document to support 

your answer.  

 

3.  When asked how she navigated the “water courses,” the document states, “some she forded, and 

some she swam, on others she made a raft.” What do you suppose “forded” means? 

   

4. “A gentleman informed, that while the army was stationed near the mouth of the Elk (River,) he 

walked down the river to where it intersects with the Kenehawa (River,) for the purpose of fishing.” 

Where would this intersection be located today?  

 

Think Critically: Why are the stories of heroines throughout American history not shared as often as stories 

of heroic men? What qualities did Ann Bailey possess that would qualify her as a heroine? Do Ann Bailey, 

Betty Zane, and Mary Draper Ingles possess any similar intrepid characteristics? 

 



 

  



 


