
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 26 

A constitutional convention for the proposed state of Kanawha opened 

on November 26, 1861. 

 

CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.3 

Investigate the Document: (Ar1868, Box 1, Folder 1) 

1. Where did the constitutional convention for the proposed state of Kanawha take place? 

  

2. Who called the convention to order? What county did he represent? 

 

3. What was Mr. Stuart’s opinion on Mr. Van Winkle’s proposal to nominate permanent officers of this 

convention? What did he propose instead? Was the motion to raise a committee eventually approved? 

 

Think Critically: What was the purpose of the constitutional convention? Why do you suppose “Kanawha” 

was not chosen as the name of the newly formed state? Who was responsible for proposing “West Virginia” 

as the name of the state? 

 

Independence Hall, Wheeling 

 



 

  



  



 

 


