
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 3 

Newton Diehl Baker, who served as secretary of war during World War 

I, was born in Martinsburg on December 3, 1871. 

 
CSO: SS.8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Correspondence Between Secretary of War Newton D. Baker and 

Congressman Howard Sutherland—Ms83-2) 

1. Newton Baker’s inquiry was into what matter involving the “colored men?” 

 

2. Using the date in the header, which war did Newton Baker preside over the United States Army as 

Secretary of War? 

 

Think Critically: How do you think African American troops were treated during the war? Were African 

Americans still fighting for respect from their white comrades? Were African American units still 

segregated? Do you think the issues arising from Newton Baker’s inquiry were common? 

 

 



 

  



 


