
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 4 

On December 4, 1957, Helen Holt was sworn in as secretary of state, the 

first woman to hold the position. 

 

CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.25, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Charleston Gazette December 5, 1957; Cecil Underwood Collection) 

1. The secretary of state belongs to what branch of government? 

 

2. Which West Virginia governor is Helen Holt addressing in her letter? What unique distinctions does 

this governor’s terms in office have? 

 

3. Helen Holt served in the lower house of the West Virginia Legislature from 1955-1957. What is the 

lower house of the West Virginia Legislature known as? 

 

 

Think Critically: Identify (2) chief responsibilities of the secretary of state. Why is it important to recognize 

and explore women’s history? Why is women’s history sometimes overlooked? What challenges remain for 

women today? How can understanding history help us to overcome them? 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 

 


