
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 11 

On December 11, 1907, a Federal judge sentenced ten persons to prison 

for conspiring to defraud the federal government in a Lincoln County 

bankruptcy case. 

 CSO: SS.8.4, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (The Charleston Gazette, December 6, 1907) 

1. Where did the 10 conspirators serve their sentences?  

 

2. District Attorney Northcott had a strong condemnation of the 10 conspirators for terrorizing this 

Lincoln County community. 

 

3. The legal counsel representing the conspirators claimed that the prosecution was attempting to do 

what to the jury?  

 

Think Critically: How would our society transform if there was no law to govern us, and what would be the 

final result? How can you be certain of this? Do you feel the judge’s sentencing was too lenient? Too harsh? 

Identify the three levels of the federal court system in the United States. 

o Highest court in the land: __________________________________ 

o There are 13 ______________________courts. This court’s task is to determine whether or 

not the law was applied correctly in the trial court. These courts also consist of three judges 

and do not use a jury.  

o This is where federal cases are tried, where witnesses testify, and federal juries serve.  There 

are 94 federal _________________ in the United States. 

 

 



 

 


