
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 13 

On December 13, 1861, Confederate troops of the Army of the 

Northwest, led by Colonel Edward Johnson, repulsed an attack by a 

Union force under the command of General Robert Milroy at the Battle 

of Allegheny Mountain. 

 CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (The Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. V) 

1. December 13,1861-What do you think is a “picket”? 

2. December 15,1861- Colonel Edward Johnson states in his correspondence that the Union soldiers did 

what with their dead & wounded in the aftermath of the battle? 

o According to Colonel Johnson, who had the numerical advantage prior to the battle? 

3. December 19, 1861- According to the report, 17 7:15 a.m. on the morning of the battle, the Union 

flank numbered _________, while the Confederate forces did not exceed____________.  

o What two advantages did the Union possess during the early stages of the conflict?  

4. December 17, 1861-What time of the day did the firing begin? 

5. According to the table, what was the aggregate loss that the Confederate forces sustained under 

Colonel Edward Johnson at the Battle of Alleghany Mountain? 

 

Think Critically: Why do you feel that the Union strategy implemented by Brigadier General Robert H. 

Milroy used the strategy of “surprise” considering the numbers were in his favor? Did the terrain possibly 

force him to use this tactic? Are there any strategies in today’s forces that you think were structured by the 

Civil War? Do you think the Confederate States, in today’s time, are still different from those that belonged 

to the Union? 

 

 

Colonel Edward Johnson and General Robert Milroy 

 



 

  



  



 

 

  



  



 

 

  



  



 

 

  



  



 

 

  



 


