
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 17 

Henry Ruffner, minister, educator and author of the anti-slavery 

publication Address to the People of West Virginia, died in Malden on 

December 17, 1861. 

 CSO: SS.8.21, SS.8.22, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Address to the People of West Virginia, 1847, RB 326 R924 PAM) 

1. What matter does Henry Ruffner call forth that cites inequalities pertaining to East Virginia and West 

Virginia? 

 

2. Did the slave-holding powers reside East or West of the Appalachian Mountains? 

 

3. What resolution was introduced to the Legislature in 1832 following the slave insurrection?  

 

4. In Ruffner’s Address, he offers a list of suggestions that he trusts will relieve the minds of those 

feeling apprehension about Western Virginia abolishing slavery. How many years does he state it will 

take for the anti-slavery legislation to begin its “practical operation?”  

 

5. What fraction of the population does Ruffner cite that slaves accounted for in Western Virginia? 

 

Think Critically: What do you think Henry Ruffner’s motivation was for delivering this address? Did he 

care about the abolishment of slavery or did he want to provide more paying jobs for white workers? Both? 

Describe the economic and political tensions between the people of western and eastern Virginia. 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 


