
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 23 

Daniel Duane Tompkins Farnsworth, who served as governor of West 

Virginia for seven days in 1869, was born on December 23, 1819. 

 
CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.23, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Farnsworth Collection) 

1. What is Governor Farnsworth saying in this letter? 

 

2. What do you think he means by the “strange news of the location of the Capital at Charleston?” 

 

Think Critically: What might be significant about this letter? What do you think is significant about 

Governor D. D. T. Farnsworth? Do you know of Governor Farnsworth? What length of time did he serve as 

governor? 

 

 



 

 

 


